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By Online Editors  
'Incredible, 
powerful, pure 
magic' - Killer 
whales spotted off 
the Irish coast. 

Photo: Britta Wilkens 
The pictures were captured by Nick Massett of the Irish Whale and Dolphin 
Group. 

Britta Wilkens was on the boat with Mr Massett and described the sighting as 
"magical". 

Two killer whales have been 
spotted swimming off the 
Blasket Islands in Co Kerry 
this week. 

The two male orcas have been 
identified as 'John Coe', a 
well-known killer whale, and 
'Aquarius'.  

A large group of whale 
watchers spotted the 
mammals, who it is believed 
were hunting seals in the 
area. 

'John Coe' has been seen off 
the Irish coast on a number of 
occasions. 

"An early morning text 
message from Nick Massett 
usually means something 
exciting is happening on the 
cetacean front. One of them 
was instantly recognisable by 
a large chunk missing out of 
its dorsal fin - John Coe - a 
member of the Scottish West 
Coast Community of Killer 
Whales and a sometime 
visitor to our shores.  

"Very calm conditions on the 
water added to the magic of 
this encounter, with the 
powerful blows audible in the 
absence of any wind.  

 


